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KNOWLES HEAD ANGLING SURVEY
08 August, 1999

Introduction

Cutthroat trout have been identified by EVOS as impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill. The
purpose of this survey was to determine the presence of fish species, especially cutthroat, in a
previously un-surveyed lake on Knowles Head, land that was recently acquired by the Forest
Service as a result of the spill.

Methods

An angling survey was performed by Molly Puchlerz and Christal Czarnecki on 08 August, 1999
during the hours of 1130-1630, w{ﬁle working for the US Forest Service. The lake is unnamed,
with the outlet stream located at UTM 6733067. At each survey location around the lake, the
equipment consisted of a spinning rod with spoon spinners and a fly rod with dry flies, suitable
for trout and other small to medium fish.

Study site descriptive map:

1 06V0533306
UTM 6733067
Time: 1130-1230

2 06V0533322
UTM 6733066
Time: 1310-1410

3 06V0533267
UTM 6832782
Time: 1530-1630

Qutlet stream

Results

Fish were caught at each of the three survey sites and the catch per unit effort was 4.

Site Rod type Fish type Size
1 Fly ‘ Cutthroat 137
from 1130-1230 Cutthroat 107
' Cutthroat 8”
Spinning Cutthroat 8”
Cutthroat 5"
2 Fly Cutthroat 15”
from 1310-1410 Spinning Cutthroat 117
Cutthroat 8”
Possibly Coho 4
3 Fly Cutthroat 8”
from 1530-1630 Cutthroat 57
Spinning Cutthroat 6”




Discussion

The entire lake was not surveyed due to time constraints, but it is evident that cutthroat trout are
present in this lake, and possibly other species as well. During the course of the survey, many
surfacing and jumping fish were observed throughout the lake. The survey site around the outlet
stream seemed to be the most successful area. There was downed logs in this area as well as
other places throughout the lake. The outlet stream area had a gravel and rock bottom. The lake
is possibly deep enough to provide overwintering habitat for fish, as it was at least three feet
deep along the shoreline in some areas. The survey team only had hip waders, which were not
adequate to walk around the shoreline because it was too deep in several places. Pink salmon
were observed returning to spawn farther down the outlet stream.

-size of cuts = anad.
-meristic charact. = anad.
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